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AND HE WAS
CALLED JESUS...

Met hodi st Church

December Pews News

First United Methodist Church of Vandalia:
oOPl anting and nurturing seeds of faith,
and feeding souls for the gl ory

Cont act Us :

Of fice Hour s:
M-W-TR: 8a4p
T-F : 8al2p ( : RR!

Phone62183 6 8 4 HRI STMAS

Emai | :

vandaliafumc@outl ook. c FROM THE TAFF
Website: %ﬁ“

www. vandaliafirstumc. u.

Y
The Church building will be cl
December 31. Worship service w
Inside this ispmé¢y on Sunday, December 26 ( nc«
Pl eas r end contr
Prayer Concerns 2 Decemb to the chu
Shut -Ins
O.C.C. News 3
Order a Poinsettia! 4
Christmas Program
O.C.C. 5
Thank You 6

Cookie platters
50 year members

Pastords Pe7 Jective

Christmas Eve candlelight wor
Friday, December 24, at 7

Church Staff

Pastor: Tom Goodell: vandaliaumcpastor @c
Admi ni strative Assistant: Casey Kistler:
Secretary: Sue Miller (Tues. & Fri.)
Director of Musi c: Loui se Weiss: gctheort
Director of &oMhgi €hil dsenAmanda Mil am
Preschool Director: Cindy Laramee

Custodi ans: Mi ke & Sharon Hagy
Assistant Custodian: Andy Sidwell
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Mary Crawford (Rm.
Patti BdOhmere 0haagiist er, mé&bil i L@Dwlgrmonary i ssues)
i ssues) Carson L(@®magreon and Billls g
Roger (Cétargery) brain stem tumor remainp st
Mary Cr gwfhngedtive heart failrFwermgins in a clinical tfpial
Lakeland Nursing Home; EffilMgarraiman(Miolmfeorrt car e)

Gary Ddalammer ) Heat her ©Olvarrdy ndOsbaughktef:
Margi e DAmehHad&Mil am health concerns)
grandmother; health cona&rirmma)n Rh(oaacduetse bronchitis,
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fiTo some of the mesbtkisdsel | kecaw! adequately desc
you camped out in FREEZI NG weather because you
you care so deeply ®dohayeuenpeghstwheadown t he
Thank youodshe bmuiceh!Hobbi e (Nourishing Greatness)
iWe had a very successful fish fry this year. Ov
mo st
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|l have been doing geneal ogi cal resear chiGoodahe
in 1634 and settled in Salem, Massachusetts. O
acts of the Puritans i n Massachusetts was to bar
the city of Boston |l evied a fine (five shillings:s
|l ogic of this was that the Bible does not teldl L
be thanking God for his dievwdlhl nPur iptraan s iwmear éijsud
fun! 't would be two decades before the ban was
There is much about the public transformation o f
we should | ament Christmas has become too uclt
il ngest and the cultur al amproprlatDOBomEthhegdej
And the Puritans awekrneow iwhhetn, cWel ednodnar wi se, Jes
scholars point to early Spring, the season when
fields to graze. December 25 was already a Rom:
pagan day into a Christian celebration Jesus
have been born another day.

But | also believe the Puritans were wrong. We
thanks for his death and resurrection. That Gooc
born in difficult circumstances to an ordinary

t he God of alll humankind, not just the rich and
just those bor®m ocgoadenaAbrah®omd is the God of al
God chose not to force the birth of His son on
gi ft we may open. Shepherds, magi, and a varie
travel to the manger; but many in Bethlehem did
We who have made the spiritual journey to Bethl
born there should celebrate this day. fMéamr ¥y act ,
Chri soamasmappy Hoémplhgsi ze the nativity and r emi
Holy Day and not just a holiday We should pro
God and mar@&vedr easencoed in the form of a child.
Years ago there was a brouhaha about andal i sm
Jesus was stol en! The rest of the character
they could ruin Christmas by stealing the Chri
The church | eaders took out an ad in a | ocal p ar
i mage of a baby in a manger Members of this ¢
course one could not be procured before Chri st m:
over whether to take the entire display down.
Finally, the pastor and church council resolved
pastor announced onivan dalngd atyh annog mti ntghey coul d r u
the baby Jesus But we know the truth. Those
seek to remove him; but we who do will proclaim
How wi | ou proclaim and celebrate your belief

Iy
Pastor Tom
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THANK YOU
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